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December 7, 197 tj 


Discussion with Undersecretary of Foreign Affairs 


Foreign Ministry's Undersecretary for International Affairs 
Haul Cura 

Captain Seisdedos, Director of the Human Eights VJorkingGroup 
Mr. Charles W. Bray, Deputy Assistant Secretary of State 
Mr. Wayne S. Smith, Political Counselor 
Ms. Yvonne Thayer, Political Officer 

PLACE: Foreign Ministry 

COPIES TO: AMB, DCM, ARA-Mr. Bray 

Undersecretary Cura welcomed Mr. Bray to Argentina and noted the importance 
with which Argentina views U. S. -Argentine relations and how Argentina has 
cooperated with the U. S. in international fora. After encouraging Mr. Bray 
to spend more time in Argentina and visit outlying provinces, he asked 
Mr. Bray her..' he viewed the Argentine situation and whether he thought it 
corresponded to the impression given in international circles and by the 
foreign press. Mr. Bray demurred from making a judgment based on two days' 
observation, but said that those in the present U. S. Administration recog- 
nized the severe problems in the economic, political and military areas that 
the Armed Forces faced when they assumed power in March. 

Comodoro Cura emphasized that the military was forced to take power, there 
being no other alternative, and described the chaotic conditions it inherited 
fran the former government. He quickly outlined the strides the military 
government had made in the three areas: increasing foreign reserves, estab- 

lishing a unified national (military) approach to reorganization, and, in the 
anti-subversion effort, the destruction of the EEP' s operational capability 
and the neutralization of 80-g0^j of the Monton eros organization. 

Mr. Bray noted that the U. S. recognized the destructiveness of terrorism, 
having suffered terrorist acts in the 196o's and early '70' s. He explained 
that U. S. concern for human rights is based on a national reaffirmation of 
values and that congressional preoccupation does not represent isolated 
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currents In Congress, but an accurate reflection of national sentiment. 

While declining to anticipate what the new Administration would bring in 
terms of policy toward Argentina, Bray emphasized that as Deputy Assistant 
Secretary he might veil be called upon to testify about Argentina. Two of 
the major questions he would doubtless be asked by Congress, he said, were: 

A) Why does the Argentine Government not publish a list of detainees? and, 

B) Why are those responsible for excesses not punished? 

Cura responded by asking when the congressional session again opens, but — 
before receiving an answer — then said that by January he hoped the Argentine 
Government would have at least partially solved both these problems. 



